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Function of the hypothalamus

Organic diseases of the hypothalamus
Many diseases can damage the hypothalamus, causing endocrine and non-endocrine manifestations. These symptoms are called hypothalamic syndromes. Table 1 shows causes of hypothalamic diseases seen by us since 1970. The most frequent causes of hypothalamic lesions are neoplasms: among them, craniopharyngioma is the most common, followed by germinoma and gliomas. Germinoma has features of "two-cell pattern" and is considered to be of germ-cell origin. Tit arises from the suprasellar region (the base of the third ventricle), the pineal region or the lateral ventricle, infiltrating extensively in the nervous tissue. 
